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Merry Christmas! [image: image1.wmf]
Happy Holidays!
Season’s Greetings!

Happy Hanukah!

Happy Kwanzaa!

Yom Kippur!

Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

Happy New Year!

God Bless You!

Byron Rowe Honored
Our own Byron Dean Rowe (HMC) was awarded the Bronze Star Medal on behalf of the President of the United States and the Joint Service Commendation Medal (with “Valor Device) from the Secretary of Defense in a ceremony at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, FL. for his outstanding unselfish efforts while providing exceptionally meritorious service in connection with combat operations as the senior medical advisor for the Iraqi Military Academy and the 1st Brigade, Iraqi Intervention Force while deployed with the U.S. Army’s Multi-National Security Transition Command, Iraq (MNSTC-Iraq). Byron’s care for the Iraqi casualties and his adherence to Muslim customs earned him the greatest respect from all the parties involved and maintained the morale of the Iraqi troops. Byron exposed himself to enemy fire, going man-to-man encouraging the Iraqi troops to hold their ground. Byron supported Operation Iraqi Freedom in Iraq from 29 September 2004 – 27 March 2005.  We are extremely thankful and PROUD to have Byron back with us – safely.
Did You Know?

…that Parkstown had 

two baseball teams that played in uniforms. They played the Greene County Jason Yellow Jackets and the Wayne County Elroy Tigers who also wore uniforms.  

   The baseball fields 

which were proudly called “diamonds” were located near each other. One was where Vernell Hargrove‘s trailer sat. Her son Tracey lives there now.  The other field was behind Billy and Maude Body’s home.
   Three more recent fields were laid. One was next to the old Seventh-day Adventist church, one was across from Nora Body’s house and the last one was on the corner of Jesse Jackson and LaGrange Road.

    Parkstowners have always been fans of baseball and softball.
Master’s Degrees  [image: image2.wmf]
Evelyn Britt, daughter of Othniel & Marianna Britt received her Master’s Degree from Longwood College.

CORRECTION:!!!!
Kelvin Exum is a physician at Baltimore Hospital.  
Did You Know?

….that the telephone company originally had segregated party lines in Parkstown. Everyone was on a party line. There were four to eight parties on a line.  Each household’s telephone would ring in the everyone’s house that was on the line. 
KEEP PARKSTOWN BEAUTIFUL

   Parkstown is looking much better. JPCF has been keeping the lawns maintained down in the 1200 block of Parkstown Road.  

   Wayne County sent a crew to remove the foundation from the old burned down rental property of Tony Thompson, located at the corner of Parkstown and LaGrange Roads.

  During this winter season make sure that you do your part to keep Parkstown beautiful.

Our Recently Dearly Departed
Mrs. Ethel Taylor

Mrs. Nannie Best

Mr. Montague de Costenado

Mr. Elbert Rowe
Other Military Servicemen

Adolph Best

Marvin Broadie, Jr.

Donald Gardner

Earnest Gardner

Harvey Jones, Jr.

“Plum” Jones

Melvin Jones

Maurice Martin

Elbert Rowe

Louis “Dick” Smith

Kelvin Summers

James Thompson

Ronnie Wooten

Simon Wooten
Terry Wooten

   Did You Know?

…that a plane fell in Parkstown.  An A-10 Thunderbolt or Warthog crashed into the woods of the farm of Robert “Red” and Mildred Gray, January 24, 1994.  The pilot, Capt. Landis Cook of Vass, NC landed scratched but safe less than 100 yards behind the Gray home where they had been enjoying a Tarheel basketball game. Mildred’s first words to Capt. Cook were, I’ve never seen you before, but I love you because you are alive.”
Donnell Jackson Powell

   Donnell declares that she was the laziest academically of the three sisters, but she still graduated valedictorian of the Class of 1962 at Central High School.

   She praises her Dad, Zephaniah Jackson, for preparing her to live in heaven and her Mom, Bessie, for preparing her to live on earth.  That training gave Donnell a balanced life.

   She was the first of the Parkstown Jacksons to graduate from college, graduating from North Carolina College (North Carolina Central University) in 1966. She received her master’s degree in education in 1984 from Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia.
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…that Capt. Landis Cook was not the first pilot to drop 
into Parkstown.

    In the 30’s, a man flew into Parkstown and landed on the old Dirt Road. Anyone who dared could take a short flight with him.

    Well our dirt runway was not in business for long. They discovered that the man was not a pilot and that the plane was stolen.  
Celebrity Corner

   Little Richard was @ Mt. Zion Seventh-day Adventist Church & at the home of Sam Jackson

   Earl Campbell was @ the home of Rosetta Best & Sam Jackson

    The Five Blind Boys of Mississippi were @ the B.Y.M.W. Club Building in Parkstown.
   The Nightingales of New Jersey were @ B.Y.M.W. Club Building

   Hobo the Clown was in the Parkstown Christmas Parade
Did You Know?

….that there was a sawmill in Parkstown, a cotton gin down the road in Hood Swamp, and turkey farms still thrive everywhere.
Parkstown Headstart Center 
The Headstart Program began in Parkstown in 1964 with several children from Parkstown and surrounding communities of Central Heights, Best Station, Best Grove, and Elroy.

   Bertha and Julia Jackson who were the first teacher aides at the center. Julia began taking classes after work and went on to graduate from East Carolina University with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education in 1976.  

Remember When?
Who remembers when there was no crossroad in Parkstown? NC DOT built Parkstown Road and built two bridges between Mrs. Maude Jones and the Crossroads in the early 30’s
   Who remembers when there was a bridge at the Creek Bridge?  Both of the bridges mentioned above are gone now.
Who remembers when the Dirt Road was dirt? 
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   The B.Y.M.W. Club encouraged Parkstownians to travel even as early as the 40’s.

    The club chartered a bus to Chowan River beyond Murfreesboro, NC. for a swimming trip.  The very next year they went to Sea View Beach in Virginia and only charged $5, making trips an annual affair.

    By the fifth year, there were five buses to leave Parkstown. There were no facilities on the buses back then.

   One year, the club went all the way to Coney Island in New York.  

   Greyhound Bus Company refused to transport the group because the roads to Parkstown were not paved, and the company would not send their buses down dirt roads.

    Seashore Bus Company saved the trip.

    The B.Y.M.W. set a pattern for the Parks-town 4-H Club.  Shirley Best Perry and Sam Jackson chaperoned a busload of youth on a sightseeing trip to Washington, D.C.
    But it was the Blind Trip of the Parkstown Citizenship Club that was the funniest.

    During the 50’s, tickets were made and sold for $3 to go somewhere that only the driver knew. They traveled all day.                       

   The trip ended on the east coast of North Carolina. They got off the bus and boarded a ferry and rode over to the other side.

   Even though two passengers complained, everyone else had fun fellowshipping with each other and riding in suspense all day.

   The longest chartered bus trips from Parks-town were in 1995 & 1996.  Sylvia Wilson and Samuel Jackson planned these cross-country bus trips.  

   They took three buses to California in 1995 and took two buses the next year. Each trip was a different route. The goal was to visit as many states as possible.

    The tours attracted passengers from New York, New Jersey, South Carolina and Georgia.
   Rob Body, Shirley Perry, Douglas Rowe, and Lucille P. Whitley collectively or individually continue providing bus trips for the Parkstowners and friends who still love travel.
STAY WARM! STAY SAFE!

During these cold winter nights, make sure that your heating sources are safe, maintained, clean, and using the proper fuel, as well as, have adequate ventilation.

Remember Our Elderly
Samuel & Julia Jackson Celebrate
October 8, was the day of the big event.  Samuel and Julia Jackson celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary and their 80th birthdays.  Samuel did not turn 80 until December 2, but claimed the blessing. He is now 80 years old.

   The banquet was held at the Lane Tree Golf Club in Goldsboro, NC.  A memorial CD, memorial souvenir book, and plague and congratulatory letters from Governor Mike Easley and Congressman Walter Jones were presented to them.

Congratulations, MeMe!
T’mysia Julianna Wilson was elected president of Greater Atlanta Adventist Academy United Student Movement (Student Government Association).

Our Posterity [image: image5.wmf]
  Can you guess how many of our children & grandchildren who did live in Parkstown graduated from college?  Lots of them.  

   My niece, Jennifer Bowden, said, “Aunt Sylvia, you forgot about me.” I did not Jennifer. You just did not actually live in Parkstown so I could not include you in that particular list of Parkstown graduates. 

    However, we are so proud of the seed of Parkstown that we could begin a new list.

   Send the names of your children or grandchildren who have graduated from college. 

   If they actually ever lived in Parkstown, please make note of it.

Entrepreneurs $$$
   Let us here about your business. Neighbors will try to support neighbors. 
    We know that we have Billy’s Cabinet Making; Earl’s Place; Little Baby’s Beauty Shop; Soundra’s Day Care; Robert Lee’s Handy Man and many, many more.

The Children   [image: image6.wmf]
Where are your children?

Are your children in?

Who did they say they were going out with?

What time will they be back?

Who was that fellow with them?

What did she have on?

Girls’ Retreat
  The W.R.O.C. (Women Reaching Out to Christ) will sponsor a mini-retreat for girls in February.  Contact me by email for more information.  

    Maude Body, Mary Brown, Margie Johnson, and Hilda Rouse are the organizers.  The event is sponsored by the W.R.O.C. Club and JPCF.

JLMI Celebrates Open House

LaVern Jackson, president & owner of JLMI, celebrates the grand opening of her new 5000 sq ft office building in Prince George, VA. On sight for the ribbon cutting ceremonies were Prince George Board of Directors, Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, the County Economic Development Director, local media and of course from home, her parents, Samuel & Julia Jackson, family (Elvira, Dick and Cousin Douglas), friend (Hazel) as well as, Shelby Reeder, president of JPC Foundation, a Parkstown based organization. JLMI is one of the major sponsors of JPCF.
JPCF Report

As part of the Foundation’s 3R’s Program (Respect a Senior, Relieve a Child, Revive a Youth), the following efforts were accomplished this period.

Respect a Senior

Visit to Nations Capital

Co-sponsored semi-formal celebration honoring the longest married seniors in Parkstown

Sponsored “Project Clean House” for a community family

Relieve a Child

Sponsored a Holiday Tea for little girls, gave classes in self-esteem and etiquette

Purchased goods (food & clothing) for several small children who were at risk

Sponsored trip to Kings Dominion for several under privileged children

Revive a Youth

Participated in prison outreach

Mentoring 

Assisting with Katrina Disaster Relief

Sent representative s to participate in Hosea Williams Feed the Hungry Thanksgiving Dinner

JPCF Community Political Update[image: image7.wmf]
     JPCF’s President, Shelby Reeder and CEO LaVern Jackson traveled to Washington, DC to meet with Parkstown’s Legislative Representative, Congressman Walter Jones and had an unscheduled chance meeting with North Carolina’s Senator Elizabeth Dole.

    The topic of the meeting with Congressman Jones was the revitalization of the Parkstown Community.  

    As a result of that meeting, dialogue has been opened between the JPC Foundation and Wayne Community Manager.

    In addition, JPCF continues to remodel and upkeep properties in the community.

Adrian”Kelvin” Pridgen’s Community Outreach

   I had heard about it, but I just did not get it until I went to look for myself.

    Kelvin Pridgen stands in the DJ booth with earphones on, completely oblivious to everything except pleasing and entertaining his patrons, mostly locals and a few other curious folks such as me.
   Kelvin was anxious to make sure his guests were comfortable and enjoying themselves.

    As I sat with my sisters and cousins, Stephanie Brown of New York and Robyn Douglas of Atlanta, GA, I remarked, “This place is simply for Kelvin.  This makes Kelvin happy. This gives Kelvin peace.  This is Kelvin’s refuge.”

   Kelvin is truly providing a service to the community in and around Parkstown.  The environment was safe, the mood was mellow.

    Kelvin’s Place is located just outside of Parkstown in the Jason Community.  The site is a historical one; it is an old converted school house. It is located on Highway 903.

    Good luck, Kelvin

Parkstown Obituary

   Samuel Jackson has kept a record of everyone who lived in Parkstown for, at least, 10 years or who died here before they reached the age of 10.

   They will be honored and memorialized in our summer issue.

    Make sure your loved ones are on the list by emailing us.

Featured Article

The Jackson Family Reunion ’05  
By Jasmynn Cobb

       At 6:00 p.m in Parks-town, NC you hear the people laughing, screaming, and playing. You can feel the excitement and enjoyment. 
       [image: image8.wmf]
      The first thing you head for is the face painting and the silly clown. You’re welcome to go and have 

a great time. While you’re getting your face painted you have to be as still as a picture. But when you go to the silly clown you do the total opposite. You laugh, jump, and you might get tricked.

     Second, you go to the moon bounces. You’ll jump as high as the sky. Then you’ll go on the moon bounce slide. If you jump at the top you will jump all the way down.

       By the time you finish it will be night and you will be ready to eat and talk. So you find a seat and eat a little bit and then talk, eat, talk, eat, talk, eat the last bit and then you play again.

      When you get tired you will try to walk home and lie down and watch TV. When you feel like you can play again, you go outside and play. Too bad it is time to go. So you walk home slowly.  

     Across the street is the Car

Show and there are a lot of neat cars. Your car has to be a genuine beauty.  [image: image9.wmf]                
  It was created when my grandma and aunt thought that my uncle would win. 

To bad he didn’t win (.

Next year you better get ready because it will probably be bigger and better. I wish I could go to a family reunion everyday!!
(Jasmynn is the daughter of Jennifer Bowden)
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PLEASE TAKE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS DOWN NO LATER THAN JANUARY 31ST
The PT Light Show
[image: image11.wmf]
     Christmas is still alive in the old PT.  As I drove in last night, I saw some yards still aglow.  Perhaps your yard had been lit, but last night, I just did not see it.

     The following yards are spectacular:

· Oscar & Beatrice Davis

· Albert & Emily Smith

· Ducky & Diane Davis

· Mr. & Mrs. Alton Griffin

Why is your Church in the community?

    I recently attended a seminar where a profound question was asked?  “Considering that a church is a group of people living in a community who feeds the spiritual, social, emotional needs of the people in and around it, why is your church here?”                                  

    The next question that was asked was, “How many of you live within
COMMERCIAL ADS

[image: image12.emf]TM TM


         (www.jlmi.biz)

The B.Y.M.W. Club
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        (www.jpcf.org)

The New Parkstown Community Development Club

Volunteer Wayne/RSVP

(Retired & Senior Volunteer Program)
MESSAGES
CONGRATS to Kris and Atilya  Jones on their “First Born” – A little boy – Kris Jr  - WELCOME TO OUR LIFE.

Welcome Back Home “Down South” to Thelma Isabel Whitfield.

Congratulations to Kristoffer Jones on receiving his College degree – we knew you had it in you Kris.
Email:  syljacwil3@aol.com  for news
Next paper will be published this summer. Articles are welcome if not a commercial at no cost.  For $1 you may wish a happy birthday, merry Christmas, happy anniversary, or other congratulations. Commercial ads are $20.  The newspaper is published at www.JPCF.org as a link and therefore reaches the world. 

Determine to do better tomorrow!
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